
 
 
 

NEW REPORT SHOWS GROWTH IN ONTARIO’S CLINICAL TRIALS SECTOR OVER THE PAST 
DECADE 

 
Clinical Trials Ontario’s 2022 Report to the Community, titled A Decade of Impact: Improving the 

Environment for Clinical Trials, marks the organization’s 10th anniversary and celebrates the collective 
achievements of the clinical trials community.  

 

Toronto, November 16, 2022 – Ten years ago, Ontario and Canada saw a decline in clinical trials activity. In 
response, the Government of Ontario, along with hospitals, universities, industry, research ethics boards 
and other leaders in the clinical trials ecosystem came together to establish Clinical Trials Ontario (CTO) with 
a goal of strengthening, promoting and capitalizing on Ontario’s competitive advantages for conducting 
high-quality clinical trials.  

Now celebrating its 10th anniversary, CTO has launched a new report highlighting growth and advancements 
in Ontario’s clinical trials sector. Titled A Decade of Impact: Improving Ontario’s Clinical Trials Environment, 
the report shows that within the last decade, the number of clinical trials in Ontario has increased by over 
160%, with more than 4,600 active trials in Ontario in 2021. This is double the clinical trials per capita 
compared to the U.S.  

“The work of CTO and the clinical trials community has helped to put Ontario on the map, attracting not only 
more clinical trials, but more global investment, talent and jobs,” says Raphael Hofstein, Chair, CTO Board of 
Directors.  

Canada has also seen an increase in activity, the report shows. Among G7 nations, Canada ranked first for 
the number of active clinical trials per capita and third for the total number of active clinical trials, just after 
the U.S. and France.  

These positive trends are supported by Ontario’s efforts to improve the clinical trials environment. CTO’s 
streamlined research ethics system, now commonplace in Ontario, has improved the efficiency of ethics 
review. CTO’s Industry Concierge service has helped companies connect with sites and resources to get 
trials started. CTO has also put a spotlight on patient and public engagement with clinical trials, developing 
resources to raise awareness, support informed decision making, and improve trial design.  

The success and impact of these programs is thanks to the dedicated efforts of members of the clinical trials 
community, and continued support from the Government of Ontario.  

“This work directly benefits the future of our province and reflects the spirit of innovation and desire to 
overcome challenges that have always been at the heart of Ontario’s researchers,” says the Honourable Jill 
Dunlop, Ontario’s Minister of Colleges and Universities. “Congratulations to Clinical Trials Ontario for ten 
years of contributing to improving Ontario’s research landscape.” 

http://www.ctontario.ca/decadeofimpact/


 
 
 
In 2012, CTO was among Canada’s first dedicated, non-profit clinical trials organizations. Today, many 
provinces have similar organizations with a shared vision to enhance clinical trials activity and advance new 
therapies quickly and safely to better serve the needs of patients and families.  

“In the decade ahead, we are motivated by the opportunity for future collaborations with our community in 
Ontario, across Canada and beyond to continue improving the environment for conducting high quality 
research and clinical trials,” says Susan Marlin, President and CEO of Clinical Trials Ontario. “A better clinical 
trials environment means a brighter future for everyone.”  

Read CTO’s 2022 Report to the Community and view the celebratory video, Better Trials for a Brighter 
Future.  
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About Clinical Trials Ontario  

Clinical Trials Ontario is a leading organization in the clinical trials community dedicated to strengthening, 
promoting and capitalizing on Ontario’s competitive advantages for conducting high quality clinical trials. 
CTO works collaboratively with industry, research institutes, patients and the public and other health 
innovation organizations to improve the clinical trials environment and attract investment to the province, 
while supporting the highest ethical and quality standards. 
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